APPENDIX.                             437
it cannot be pretended, that this rate of payment to the
native creditors was an arrangement to which the name
of injustice can with any semblance of reason be at-
tached : and the court have no doubt, if the question were
put to the board, they would immediately answer, that
they would think it unjust to interpose the authority of
the British government for extorting from the King of
Oude more favourable terms of payment in behalf of any
creditors.
" Another consideration here occurs, which, in the
practical view of the question, is of very great import-
ance. Asoph-ud-Dowlah died within a few months after
this agreement witb his native creditors, and there is
nothing to shew that, in consequence of it, any thing was
ever paid to them. At all events, if one of the six in-
stalments was paid, there was nothing more. The short
and uncertain possession of power by the spurious Vizier
Ali did not afford him the means; and Saadut AH re-
fused to be responsible for his predecessor's debts. It
thus appears, that the Dosses v actually are in a condi-
tion little worse, if at all, than the rest of the native
creditors, who, if they have received any thing, have re-
ceived no more than a sixth of their reduced demand;
and it follows clearly and indubitably that, if the Dosses
have any ground to claim the interference of the British
government, every one of the native creditors included in
that arrangement has equal ground; nor can the British
government, without the most glaring inconsistency and
partiality, grant its interference in behalf of one, and
refuse it to any other.
" The next circumstance which is adduced in the draft
of the board is, the insertion in. the preliminary treaty
with Saadut Ali of an article relative to the payment of
the ' just debts of his late brother/ and the omission of
any such stipulation in the definitive treaty.